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The Truth About Lawyers

At the Neese Law Firm, we
devote 100% of our time to
civil trial law and representing
the victims of serious personal
injuries and wrongful death.
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We accept only a small
number of cases each year.
We are passionate about our
cases, and we put our entire
focus and all of our resources
behind those cases.

Our duty as lawyers goes
beyond just representing our
clients, however. The Texas
Lawyer’s Creed, which was
promulgated 20 years ago by
the Texas Supreme Court, says
that lawyers must “adhere

to the highest principles of
professionalism” and are
“responsible to assure that
all persons have access to
competent representation
regardless of wealth or posi-
tion in life.” We take this
very seriously. It means that
everybody deserves the best
attorney for his or her case,
and it is the job of all lawyers
to make sure that happens.
That's why we wrote the
booklet entitled, The Truth
About Lawyers: An Insider’s
Guide to Hiring the Best Per-
sonal Injury Lawyer for Your
Case. If you live in Texas, you
can order or download a copy
of this booklet by visiting our
website, www.johnneeselaw.
com. There is no charge.
Please know that you are
always welcome to call our
office if you have any
questions. There is no charge
for an initial consultation, and
if we cannot help you with
your particular case, we will
do our best to provide you
with the name and number of
someone who may be able to
help you.

(713) 355-1200

Look BothWays

Crosswalk Accidents
Are Often Fatal, Says

NHTSA Study

The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion reports that there were
4,654 pedestrian fatalities
in the year 2007 alone.

According to NHTSA
statistics, most of the
pedestrian crossing
accidents happened in
good weather, and during
the night.

The statistics also showed
that the majoity
of deaths happened in
urban areas and outside
of crosswalks, away from
intersections.

Not surprisingly, alco-
hol was a factor in 49% of
these fatal traffic accidents
— meaning that either the
driver or the pedestrian, or
both, had consumed
alcohol before the incident.
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First Things First: Concentrate on Getting Better

If you have been in a serious
personal injury accident, the
very first thing you should do is
concentrate on your recovery.
Hiring a lawyer takes a backseat
to your health. While it is not
good to have a long delay in
getting legal advice, getting
better is priority number one.

There probably are some
lawyers out there who want their
clients to look as sick as
possible, for as long as
possible. | can't tell you how
much | disagree with that sort of
thing. At the Neese Law Firm,
we represent people who are
doing their best to cope with a
difficult situation. You didn’t ask
to get hurt, and there is nothing
more credible and honorable
than a person who is doing their
part to get better.

It is extremely important that
you do (or not do) everything
your doctor tells you to do (or
not do). You should either make
your future doctor appointments
or call the doctor and reschedule
for a time when you can make it.
You do not want there to be
notations in your medical
records such as “No Show.”

Similarly, if your doctor
prescribes therapy, you should
follow through with that therapy.
Do not wait to do this. When

you get home from the doc-
tor’s office, immediately make
whatever therapy appointments
you've been instructed to make.

Sometimes therapy is hard
work. Sometimes it hurts. But
remember, your doctor would
not have prescribed it for you
if it was not necessary for your
recovery. It is important that you
try your best during therapy

-- even when you are tired and
even when it hurts. Therapists
keep notes of your visits, and
your therapy records need to
show that you were trying your
best to get better.

Your doctor may tell you to
use certain medical equipment
for a period of time, like a neck
brace or crutches. Nobody likes
having to wear a neck brace or

use crutches, and most people
try to stop using this equipment
as soon as possible. If you start
feeling better and want to stop
using the equipment, you should
at least call your doctor and
make sure that’s okay.

If your doctor prescribes any
medications, you should take
them as directed. We always tell
our clients to save all of their

empty prescription bottles.

People who follow their
doctors’ orders and do every-
thing in their power to get better
as soon as possible have, what
we call, a winning state of mind.
Our experience shows that both
juries and insurance adjusters
appreciate this and go the extra
mile in helping those who are
helping themselves.
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A Tragic Reminder About The Seriousness of Head Injuries

The seemingly minor skiing ac-
cident that recently claimed the
life of Actress Natasha Richard-
son (who was married to Actor
Liam Neeson), is a tragic remind-
er of the potential seriousness of
virtually all head injuries.

A blow to the head may seem
minor at first. There may be no
immediate pain, bruising, or
bleeding; however, hours later it
can turn serious, even fatal.

It is very common for someone
who has fallen or been in a car
accident to appear perfectly fine
immediately after the impact but
then suddenly and rapidly deteri-

Do You Use Safety Equipment?

Seat Belts

There were:

* 2,398 passenger vehicle fatalities in Texas in 2007
e 986 were not wearing seat belts
e Meanwhile, an estimated 1,622 lives were saved by

wearing seat belts

Motorcycle Helmets
There were:

e 397 motorcycle fatalities in Texas in 2007
e 233 were not wearing helmets

orate. Even accidents that do not
appear very serious can cause
bleeding in the brain. One third
of those people who die from
brain injuries are awake and talk-
ing after the accident.

As blood leaks from a broken
blood vessel in the brain, the
classic symptoms of a traumatic
brain injury may begin to ap-
pear: nausea, severe headache,
glossy eyes, or sudden sleepi-
ness. However, symptoms can
take anywhere from 5 minutes to
3 hours — or even several days —
to begin.

For anyone involved in a car

e Meanwhile, an estimated 94 lives were saved by wearing

helmets

ChlId Safety Seats

Children under the age of 5 accounted for 54 of the
passenger vehicle fatalities in Texas in 2007

e 24 were either not in child safety seats or were in seats
that were being used improperly

e Meanwhile, an estimated 43 lives were saved by properly

using safety seats

Please use seat belts, helmets & child safety seats.
They save lives.

1-888-99-NEESE

accident, sports injury, or just a
slip in the driveway, recognizing
the early signs of brain injury is
critical. Preventing permanent
brain damage may depend on
getting to a hospital within the
first few hours, because damage
caused by brain swelling is often
irreversible.

Finally, some medications can
increase a person’s risk for brain
hemorrhages. For example, even
a small bump on the head can
be dangerous for patients taking
blood thinners like Plavix (clopi-
dogrel) or Coumadin (warfarin).

In Texas, a personal injury lawsuit
usually must be filed within two
years of the date of the accident.
Of course, it is never a good idea

to wait until the last minute. Our
firm policy is to file suit as soon
as we have completed our initial
investigation and have obtained
the records we need to make our
case. As they say, justice delayed
is justice denied.

We Appreciate

Your Referrals

Thank you for giving us the oppor-

tunity to help you and your family

with your legal needs. The highest
compliment is when our past or
present clients refer their friends
or family. We value and appreci-

ate the confidence you place in the

Neese Law Firm.

www.johnneeselaw.com
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